FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BurlingtonGreen Asks The Candidates

Burlington, ON - February 14, 2025 This Ontario election is being defined by new parameters to many ongoing
challenges. Tariff threats and political uncertainty are amplifying concerns about self-sufficiency and what a
healthy, future-proof economy looks like. We know that stronger environmental protections and the further
advancement of green initiatives are essential to sustain a healthy economy and to address the rising implications
of climate change and biodiversity loss. It’s imperative that the next Provincial government prioritize the

protection of nature, while investing in a more climate resilient future benefiting the economy and all Ontarians.

Canadians state that their biggest obstacle to support for climate action is the potential for a negative impact on
jobs and the economy. (1) BurlingtonGreen believes that making environmental and climate concerns a top
priority is in fact critical to ensuring a healthy, vibrant, future-proof local and provincial economy. For example,
when Ontario phased out coal-powered plants, we increased our renewable energy production in compensation.
Ontario’s power grid is now one-third renewables, and over 90% emission-free. (2) This enables us to meet our

own energy demands locally, and also provide a highly-valuable export, in a climate-positive way.

For a more local example, Ontario’s Greenbelt has nearly 5,000 farms creating local crops; although only 6% of
Ontario’s farmland, the Greenbelt produces over 50% of our local fruit. (3) The protection of local food sources,
the maintenance of farms and jobs, the advantages of self-sufficiency and reduced transit times to urban
centres, all make economic sense. This is in addition to the Greenbelt’s incalculable benefits in wetland and
forest preservation, water management, species protection, etc. Ontarians know and value our Greenbelt. We
engaged in strong protests to overturn the decision to remove Greenbelt land for housing development in
November 2022.

What will the future look like for Burlington and Ontario? Who will provide the leadership that recognizes and
consistently acts on the interconnectedness of a healthy environment and economy? To help inform the
community of where Burlington candidates stand on key environment-focused issues, non-partisan
BurlingtonGreen has invited all local candidates to respond to their brief questionnaire comprised of questions
pertaining to the protection of the Greenbelt, quarry legislation, the construction of Highway 413, and more. All

responses received will be posted to their website by February 24. Visit www.burlingtongreen.org to learn more.



http://www.burlingtongreen.org

Contact:

Amy Schnurr

Executive Director

BurlingtonGreen Environmental Association
Phone: 905-466-2171

Email: amy@burlingtongreen.org

Website: https://www.burlingtongreen.org/

About BurlingtonGreen:
Celebrating 17 years of helping the planet locally, BurlingtonGreen welcomes all sectors of the community to join their

efforts through awareness, advocacy, and action, to protect and care for the environment, now and for the future.

(1) https://abacusdata.ca/what-do-canadians-think-about-the-emissions-cap-on-the-oil-gas-sector/

(2)https://www.cer-rec.gc.ca/en/data-analysis/energy-commodities/electricity/report/canadas-rene

wable-power/provinces/renewable-power-canada-ontario.html
(3)https://assets.nationbuilder.com/greenbelt/pages/9724/attachments/original/1550261687/Agriculture b

the Numbers_Understanding the Greenbelt%E2%80%99s Unigue Advantages 2018-FINAL.pdf?1550261
687
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